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Teachers’ Book for Reading and Writing
A Companion to KISS Grammar in One Year
Thank you for considering these two books. I will appreciate any suggestions for improving them. You can make them on either of the two KISS discussion groups, on LinkedIn, or you can email me at evavra@kissgrammar.org. 

—Ed Vavra, August 2019
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Introduction
For those of you who don’t know me, I spent more than forty years primarily teaching college freshmen how to improve their writing. I came to believe the best writing assignments (for teaching writing) are based on papers about literature. I have no problems with assignments that ask students what they did, what their hobbies are, and about their friends, etc. The troubles with them are that teachers have only what is in the paper to judge the students’ ability to include details.
Another problem is that weak writers often write poorly when they have to supply the content. They therefore spend much of their time thinking about what to say next. But when students write about things they (and their teacher) have read, the teacher can get a much better sense of the students’ ability to use details to support and organize their ideas.
My belief was strongly reinforced when I taught a college remedial writing class. In a late assignment I had them compare two versions of a tale of Shakespeare, one by Charles & Mary Lamb, and the other by Edith Nesbit. They were to take notes about the story and then in a class period, they could use those notes to write their own version of the story. I was pleasantly stunned both in class and by their versions. While they wrote in class, there were fewer and shorter pauses during which students stopped to think (about what they were going to write about next). And their final versions were much more detailed than in their previous writing.

We spent eight class periods on this assignment, and I was also very pleased their final papers. You can see the assignment which is still on the web. I suggest that, if you have the time, you spend a similar amount of class time the first time you use it, with the students writing parts of the assignment for each class, and I’d appreciate reports on how it works for you and your students.
In my second semester “Writing about Literature” class, there were usually two to four students who failed because they handed in simple summaries of the story or play that they were writing about. Even though we discussed the assignments and I put simple outlines on the board, they simply did not know how to organize.
Some people may believe that many of the assignments suggested below are way above the ability of third or fourth graders. I disagree, especially if you have students do parts of the assignment over several days. But I also suggest that you keep your expectations low. Simply getting third or fourth graders thinking about organization will improve their writing. The “Ideal” multi-year book (in progress) will have numerous assignments like this.
The students’ version has instructional material on organization, two sample essays on “The Three Little Pigs,” and suggested topics about the fairy tales. Suggestions for writing about novels are below, in case your students read them.

The Practical Problem of Distributing the Students’ Book

The students’ book, which includes the word count for each story and a link to the source I used, consists of 79 pages. That is a lot to print for each student. If your students have access to a computer, you can simply give them an electronic copy. But most students probably do not have such access. Sharing printed copies is possible, but if I were a student I would prefer my own copy so that I could make notes on it. The only thing that I can suggest here is that you can save this file with a different file name, and delete everything that your students won’t need. That way you won’t lose the style codes. That will give you less to print. I’ll appreciate any suggestions on how to better address this problem.
By the way, check out the styles codes. Much of the analysis can be done on a computer by highlighting a word (or more) and then clicking on the style. Unfortunately some codes have to be written in. One can make “macros” that make that easier to do, but as I understand them, macros are saved on the word processor and not in the document.
A Note about Paragraph Length
Every semester I asked students how long a paragraph should be. Some students responded that they were taught from three to four sentences; others said five to six. Determining paragraph length in terms of sentences ineffective. Some college students average ten words per sentence; others, twenty five. Four sentences at ten words per average forty words per paragraph. Four sentences at twenty five words results in a hundred words per paragraph—a significant difference. One semester I had students study paragraphs (in terms of words) in a variety of publications. Paragraph length really depends on whom one is writing to. Magazines for truckers averaged around fifteen words per paragraphs; for the Atlantic the number is significantly higher. In other words, paragraph length depends on what readers accustomed to. The purpose of indentations is to give the reader a “look-away” chance.
Because college students have to use a computer, I told my students that there should be from two to four indentations per page. If they do that, they will be in the range of what college professors are accustomed to. That solves the problems with counting sentences, but primary students probably hand-write their papers. Given that, I must leave the question of paragraph length to their teachers. Sorry about that, but I’m open to suggestions.
I’ll appreciate additional suggestions for writing.

A Simple Assignment for Any Paper about Literature

As I implied above, having students read a story twice, take notes, and then write their own version is an excellent assignment. In addition to what I said above, this assignment gives students a feeling similar to what most professionals feel as they write. Professionals have a good idea of what they want to say. In other words, their mind is usually ahead of their hand. Writing that way can feel good— time flies. Writing when your hand is almost always ahead of your mind creates those painful pauses that make writing feel difficult.
A Note about “Little Riding Hood”
I have long known that “Little Red Riding Hood” has two significantly different endings. It is difficult to be sure because I can’t read German, but the apparent translations of Grimm tend to end with the Wolf eating both Grandmother and Red. They are then rescued by a hunter who kills the Wolf and then cuts him so that Grandmother and Red both come out alive. From what I can see, Perrault is the source of ending the story with the Wolf eating first Grandmother and then Red. Period! The clash between the two perhaps results in “Little Red” having more variations that does any other fairy tale. The students’ book contains eight of the 23 that I have collected thus far.
I have also found three animated versions on the Internet Archive that you might want to use. A good paper topic would be to compare a video version with a written one. 
	Version
	Words

	Ray Harryhausen Animation
	8:38

	GoodTimes Entertainment
	36:55

	Full UK VHS Tape
	48:00


The Wonderful Wizard of Oz: Suggestions for Writing

The text I used is from the Internet Archive. A search of that Archive has numerous free versions, some of which can be borrowed. Librivox has seven versions for those who prefer listening to it. You can also get versions at Gutenburg.
Option 1 – Choice of a Character
Which of the three characters—the Scarecrow, the Tinman, and the Lion—do you like best? Write a paper that explains your choice—and your reasons. Describe some of the things the character did and said. In your paper, quote important words or phrases.
Option 2 – Brain, Heart, or Courage?

The Scarecrow wants a brain, the Tinman wants a heart, and the Lion, courage. As you read the book, take notes on words (quote some) or actions that show that the Scarecrow already has a brain, the Tinman, a heart, and the Lion, courage. The character that you have the least to say about should be discussed first. The one you have most evidence for goes last. Always put your strongest sections last. You may have only one paragraph for each character, but if you have a lot for one (or two, or all) you can break that section in two by having one paragraph for what the character said, and another paragraph for what that character did.
Suggested conclusion: Is the theme of the book that you should believe in yourself, or is it that other people need to help you believe in yourself? In your paper, quote important words or phrases.

Option 3 – Book vs. Video 

Background

The Archive also has a 1910 thirteen-minute video version that your students may enjoy, perhaps just because it is so old-fashioned compared to modern video. It also has a longer 1925 version. Youtube also has several clips, including one of Judy Garland singing “Over the Rainbow.” The best movie version is that with Judy Garland, but it costs money. If you choose to use Option 3, you probably show the film after the students read the book, and tell them at the beginning that they will be comparing it and the movie. 
Assignment
Write a four paragraph paper explaining what is in the book, but not in the movie. Make your second paragraph about minor differences and the third paragraph about major ones. In your paper, quote important words or phrases.
Three Other Books

In the grammar book to which this is a companion, I used three other novels, but I can’t think of specific writing suggestions for them. They are:
Heidi by Johanna Spyri
Pinocchio: The Tale of a Puppet by Carlo Collodi
The Wind in the Willows, by Kenneth Grahame
I’ll appreciate any suggestions for writing about them. If you send one, I’d like your name, (school—primary, middle, high), and at least your state so that I can attribute it (or them) to you. 
