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The Assignment

This assignment has two major objectives. For one, an understanding of fallacies is important to persuasive writing, so the fallacies themselves are one of the objectives. But in many college courses you will be expected to learn, explain and then apply a concept relevant to that course. The second major objective of this assignment is to help you understand how to do that effectively.
In 500-1000 words, explain three different types of fallacies in a single article (your “target”) about your topic. Your objective is to evaluate the credibility of that source.
Audience: Write for a major magazine or journal that would deal with your topic.  Remember that your objective is not to take a side (or stand) in the controversy itself, but rather to explain to your readers how fallacies affect the credibility of your chosen “target.”
Thesis: Your thesis should be a statement about how fallacies affect the credibility of your target article.
Required Organization: Natural Division 

Details: In explaining each type of fallacy, first name it (in the topic sentence). Then paraphrase or quote Downes to give the definition of the fallacy. Then give your examples from the source materials, each followed by an explanation of how the example fits the definition. 
Works Cited: Attach a "Works Cited" that includes Downes’ explanations and your target article.
Finding a “Target” article

I had you read the assignment for the second paper first so that you could start thinking about the controversial topic that you will write papers two and four on. You are encouraged to use a possible topic for those papers for this paper, thereby beginning to explore that topic. For this paper, however, you do not need a credible source. (Some students have noted that they had problems finding fallacies in credible sources.)
An easy way to find an article for this paper is to search Google using multiple terms. For example, use a word or phrase that describes your topic plus words such as “experts” or “research.” The hits that you get will give you examples that you can discuss as anonymous authority fallacies. And/or use prejudicial terms (“zealots,” “extremists,” “liberals,” “silly”) in your search. These will give you examples that you can discuss as prejudicial language fallacies.

The preceding should easily find articles that include at least one or two types of fallacies, and the odds are that once you find one or two types of fallacies in an article, it should not be too hard to find a total of three types.

Checklist 
_____ 1.) Study the detailed Grading Sheets and the notes that follow them. (See below.) 

_____ 2.) Brainstorm. Examine your sources to see what types of fallacies you can easily spot. As you do so, on a sheet (or sheets) of paper make lists of examples of different types of fallacies. For example, if, in the first source you look at, you find an “Attacking the Person” fallacy, write “Attacking the Person” on the paper, and under it, make a note of this example (simply source name and page should do, although you might want to include a couple of phrases from the source). Leave yourself plenty of room on the paper so that you can add other examples, from this or other sources. When you find another type of fallacy, do the same thing. The more time and effort you put into brainstorming for this paper, the better the paper will be. 
_____ 3.) Study your brainstorming and select the three types of fallacies that will give you the most to say in your paper.
_____ 4.) Organize the three types from step three into a tentative thesis and outline. 
_____ 5.) Write a draft of the paper. Write your thesis sentence first, then the body of the paper, then the introduction and conclusion.
_____ 6.) Use the grading sheets for audience, thesis, organization and details to revise the draft at least once. 

_____ 7.) Use the MLA format for your paper.

_____ 8.) Edit the draft.

_____ 9.) If you have not already done so, make a paragraph outline.

_____ 10.) Include a “Works Cited” list.

_____ 11.) If you have not already done so, make an electronic copy of the paper and outline. Put all of these in one file, with the outline after the paper. Save it to a file with a name based on your last name, first initial, and the paper number. (For example, VavraEMP1.doc). Submit the electronic copy by (in order of preference) by

· copying it to the ENL111 folder in my S drive, or

· attaching it to an e-mail to me.

If the filename of the file you submit does not begin with your last name, I did not receive it.

_____12.) Put the finished copy, the target article, the grading sheets, the drafts, your outline, xeroxes (if needed), and all your notes into your envelope. (Mark the final copy so that it is identifiable.) 
Name:____________________________________

Major Paper # 1: Grading Sheets -- Exploring Fallacies
You have the option of completing a set of detailed grading sheets for this paper. If you complete the entire set, your grades and the details of mine, plus additional comments will be returned to you on them. If you opt not to complete them, you will receive just this sheet with your grades, and I will assume that you do not care about the causes of your grade. 
Summary of Grades for MP # 1
Items followed by * are explained in the notes, below.

	Process (40)
	Stu
	Me
	Product (60)
	

	Research/Storming (5)
	
	
	Audience (12)
	

	Formal Paragraph Outline (5)
	
	
	Thesis (8)
	

	Draft / Revision (5) *
	
	
	Organization (15)
	

	MLA Format (5)
	
	
	Details: (15)
	

	Works Cited (5) *
	
	
	Style: (10)
	

	In-text Citations (5) *
	
	
	
	

	Correctly filed electronic copy (5)
	
	
	Late Penalty (10 per day)
	

	Everything in an envelope (5)
	
	
	Style Penalty
	

	
	
	
	Final Grade for Paper
	

	Hostage * [If anything is written in this box, see the section on "Additional Major Paper Requirements on the web site."




Name:_____________________________________ 

Detailed Grading Sheet (1 of 2) for MP #1
Audience (12 points)
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0  - 1
	
	
	The title of the essay reflects thought.

	0 - 1
	
	
	The introductory paragraph is at least three sentences long - excluding the thesis statement.

	0 - 2
	
	
	The introduction includes the thesis (main argument) of your target.

	0 - 2
	
	
	The introductory paragraph is—average (1) above average (2)—in interest and/or originality.

	0 – 2 * 
	
	
	This essay explains what fallacies are (in general) before exploring the fallacies in the target essay.

	0 - 2
	
	
	The essay is aimed at the chosen publication.

	0 - 2 
	
	
	The concluding paragraph is—average (1) above average (2)—in interest and/or originality.


Thesis (8 points)
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 - 2
	
	
	The thesis is clearly identifiable.

	0 - 3
	
	
	The thesis sentence reflects an understanding of the assignment.

	0 - 3
	
	
	The thesis is supported by the body of the essay.


Organization (15 points) 

[Fewer than five paragraphs equals an automatic zero for organization.]
	Possible Points
	Student's Grading
	Instructor's Grading
	Description

	2 *
	
	
	The formal outline is well organized to support the thesis.

	2
	
	
	Topic sentences embody the outline.

	1
	
	
	Topic sentences relate to the thesis.

	4 *
	
	
	Paragraphs organize distinct ideas or sub-topics, and topic sentences cover paragraphs.

	1
	
	
	Paragraphs are neither too long nor too short.

	3 *
	
	
	Focal Sentence -- Sub-divisions of a major section of the outline (Roman number) are spread over more than one paragraph.

	1
	
	
	First Topic Sentence of Sub-division

	1
	
	
	A Second Topic Sentence of Sub-division


Student's Name:_____________________________________

Detailed Grading Sheet (2 of 2) for MP #1
Details (15 points) *
	Possible Points
	Student's Grading
	Instructor's Grading
	Description

	1
	
	
	The ___________ fallacy is named and defined, citing Downes.

	2
	
	
	     Appropriate examples of this fallacy are given.

	2
	
	
	     How the examples fit the definition is explained.

	1
	
	
	The ___________ fallacy is named and defined, citing Downes.

	2
	
	
	     Appropriate examples of this fallacy are given.

	2
	
	
	     How the examples fit the definition is explained.

	1
	
	
	The ___________ fallacy is named and defined, citing Downes.

	2
	
	
	     Appropriate examples of this fallacy are given.

	2
	
	
	     How the examples fit the definition is explained.


Style (10 points)

	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	2
	
	
	Quotation marks, underlining and/or italics are used correctly.

	1 *
	
	
	First person is not used.

	1
	
	
	There are no usage problems.

	4 *
	
	
	Transitional words and phrases are well used.

	2
	
	
	There are no sloppy errors.


Style Penalty Points:____________
Explanations Specific to These Grading Sheets
Process

Draft/Revision: To earn these points, you need to do three things. First, your final paper should be a substantial revision of your draft. Indeed, two or three revisions are preferable. Second, you need to grade your own paper thoughtfully. Simply filling in the point values will not do. If, for example, you give yourself points for a focal sentence, you need to have a focal sentence. Third, at a minimum, points that are no-brainers (such as the author and title of the target) need to be included in the final version.

Works Cited: This must include both Downes’ material and your source articles – in the correct format and order.
In-text Citations: For these points, you need to cite (in your text) Downes correctly, using a quotation at least once, and a paraphrase at least once. For page numbers, use the page numbers of your print-out of Downes.
Audience
This essay explains what fallacies are (in general) before exploring the fallacies in the target essay. This can be done in the introduction, but you might want to do it in a separate paragraph immediately after your thesis. If you do this, read the discussion of organization carefully. Of these two points, one will be awarded for a simple (cited) paraphrase of or quotation from Downes. The second point will be awarded for your thoughtful explanation of what Downes’ explanation means. (Do you know what the definition means, or are you just quoting it?)

Organization
The formal outline is well organized to support the thesis. The writer appears to have reasons for discussing certain fallacies before others. Note that transitions (See “Style”) are important for this.
Paragraphs organize distinct ideas or sub-topics, and topic sentences cover paragraphs. A primary objective of this assignment is to help you learn how to show your instructors in other courses that you can master concepts and apply them. For an instructor to see that, you need to do the following, in sequence::

1. Name the concept (in this case, the type of fallacy)

2. Define it (in this case by quoting or paraphrasing and then citing Downes)

3. Give your example(s) (in this case, from your target)

4. Explain how each example fits the definition.

This should be easy to do, so these points should be easy to get. Note that the quality of your explanations counts under details, but not here.
Focal Sentence. If you did not define fallacies in general in your introduction, you can do so in a paragraph immediately after your thesis. This would make it Roman number “II.” For this assignment, however, you cannot simply have a third Roman number with the three types of fallacies listed under it. Your sub-divisions must be in your handling of the fallacies.

One way may be to find examples of two types of fallacies under one of Downes’ divisions. Thus, you may have a Roman number based on “causal fallacies” and your “A” and “B” under it may be two different types of causal fallacies. Another way to get sub-divisions is to make a logical distinction among the fallacies that you discuss. Thus you could group two fallacies as “major” and one as “minor.” (Remember that you need to support this distinction.) Or you could group two as emotional and one as logical. Still another way would be to divide your examples of one type of fallacy into two distinct logical types. For example, prejudicial language might be divided into “positive” and “negative” types. 
Remember that examples themselves do not belong in the outline.

Details
Fill in the blank with the name of the type of fallacy (for example, Anonymous Authority. Of the five points, one will be awarded for the cited definition/explanation of the fallacy, two for an appropriate example or examples, and two for the quality of the explanation of how the example(s) fit the definition. Don’t forget to use the words in the definition in your explanation of how your examples fit it. The first three points for each fallacy should be relatively easy to get. The last two will require some thought.
Style

First person is not used. First person pronouns are those that include the speaker/writer. Thus to get these points you cannot use, for example, “I,” “me,” “my,” “we,” or “our.”

Transitional words and phrases are well used. Transitions reflect the thought you put into your paper. “First,” “second,” and “last” will get you only one point out of the four. You get one because they are transitions. You get only one because they do not indicate why the first is first and the second is second. You’ll get two, or possibly three, of the four points for adverbial (including prepositional phrases) transitions that reflect value or meaning, such as “more importantly.”
For the full four points, you should use main clauses (or subordinate clauses) that include the topics transitioned from and to. Suppose, for example, that you will explore prejudicial language fallacies and then attacking the person. The paragraph on attacking the person might begin with “The emotion expressed in the prejudicial language fallacies is even more evident in X’s use of the attacking the person fallacy.” Or you could use a subordinate clause that refers to the topic you transition from, and a main clause for the topic that you transition to: “While X’s use of prejudicial language fallacies is emotional, his frequent attacking the person fallacies show an almost total lack of control.”
You also need transitions within paragraphs. You should not, for example, follow the definition of a fallacy with a quotation from your target without introducing the quotation, as in “X (writes, states, claims) that ….” Remember also that the parentheses after a paraphrase or quotation indicate a transition from the source’s ideas back to your own. Thus your explanation of a fallacy should follow the parentheses that close the definition from Downes.

Hostage
Remember that hostages must be released no later than the due date of the next paper. If they are not, they will turn into a ten-point penalty for the final grade of the paper.
