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The Assignment:

In 750-1500 words, explain two issues in your chosen controversy. Your objective is to give a neutral presentation in which you show both sides of two issues without taking a side. 
Audience: A publication of your choice. [See the notes after the grading sheets for suggestions.]
Required Organization: Natural Division – Point-by-point [issue-by-issue]
Required Sources: See the “Research/Documentation Assignment,” below.
Suggestions for Doing MP #4

If you did a good job with major paper # 2, you should already have a good organization for this paper, and most, if not all, of the sources that you need. Whereas in paper # 2, your objective was simple to show that the sources exist, in this paper your objective is to show what proponents of each side of each issue actually have to say—what points do they make, what reasons do they give?
An excellent conclusion for this paper would be an exploration of how people might go about resolving the two issues. Are they matters of research? Of definitions? Of education? Could compromises be made? Think about this in terms of what you would want to know in order to make up your mind about the controversy.

Major Paper # 4: Checklist 

_____  1.) Make your “Works Cited” list as you find your sources. That way you will be sure that you have all the necessary information in your “Works Cited” list to cite the source correctly..

 _____  2.) Go through the sources, taking notes and trying to distinguish issues. As you do this, be sure to keep track of which side of the argument the writer is on. 

_____  3.) Study your notes (from # 2) to see if you can break the issue into parts. This will give you the "points" (in this case, “issues”) for the organization of your paper. 

_____  4.) Based on the points you found (in # 3), make your outline, putting the information from the different writers in the proper slots. 

_____  5.) Write the draft. (Suggestion: As you write the draft, put in the correct in-text citations. I have seen many students not do this in the process of drafting, and then they cannot find the source from which they got the information.)
_____  6.) Revise your draft by reviewing the grading sheets on Audience, Thesis, and especially Organization and Details, then reconsider your outline. You should grade your own paper as you do this. (You may want to revise more than once.)

_____  7.) Use the MLA format for your paper.

_____  8.) Edit the draft and grade your paper for “Style.” (Don’t forget the style penalties and hostage requirements.)

_____  9.) If you have not already done so, make a paragraph outline.

_____  10.) Be sure that you have a correctly done “Works Cited” list after the paper.

_____  11.) If you have not already done so, make an electronic copy of the paper, works cited, and outline to be handed in. Put all of these in one file, with the outline after the paper and works cited list. Save it to a file with a name based on your last name, first initial, and the paper number. (For example, VavraEMP4.doc). Submit the electronic copy by (in order of preference)

· copying it to the ENL111 folder in my S drive, or

· attaching it to an e-mail to me.

_____ 12.) Put the finished copy, the grading sheets, the drafts, your outline, your xeroxes, or print-outs of additional source materials, and all your notes into your envelope. (Mark the final copy so that it is identifiable.) 

Name:____________________________________

Major Paper # 4: Grading Sheet(s)
N.B.: In addition to the regular grade for MP #4, you will receive a separate "Research" grade for your documentation. (See below.)

You have the option of completing a set of detailed grading sheets for this paper. If you complete the entire set, your grades and the details of mine, plus additional comments will be returned to you on them. If you opt not to complete them, you will receive just this sheet with your grades. The detailed sheets include a breakdown of each category and columns for your grade and for mine. You must complete your column on each sheet. You are also invited to use the section for "Student's Comments" (and the back of the paper) to justify or ask questions about your grades. 
Summary of Grades for MP # 4
	Process (30)
	
	Product (70)
	-

	Outline (5)
	
	Audience (8)
	

	…..Paragraph Outline (5)
	
	Thesis (8)
	

	Evidence of Revision (5)
	
	Organization (18)
	

	Basic MLA Format (5)
	
	Details: (26)
	

	Correctly filed electronic copy (5)
	
	Style: (10)
	

	Everything in an envelope (5)
	
	
	

	
	
	Late Penalty (10 per day)
	

	
	
	Style Penalty
	

	
	
	Final Grade for Paper
	 

	Hostage 50 [If anything is written in this box, see the section on "Additional Major Paper Requirements."

 


Student's Name:_____________________________________

Detailed Grading Sheet (1 of 2) for MP #4
Audience (8 points) [#1]
Penalty for insulting many potential readers is an automatic zero for Audience.

	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 2
	
	
	The title of the essay reflects thought.

	0 – 1
	
	
	The introductory paragraph is at least three sentences long - excluding the thesis statement.

	0 – 2
	
	
	The introductory paragraph shows why readers should be interested in this controversy.

	0 – 1
	
	
	The concluding paragraph does not refer to itself or to the essay (such as "In conclusion" or "In this essay.")

	0 – 2
	
	
	The concluding paragraph reflects thought about the issues discussed in the essay. [#2]


Thesis (8 points)
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 - 2
	
	
	The thesis is clearly identifiable, somewhere near the beginning of the essay.

	0 - 2
	
	
	The thesis implies that the essay will explain two issues in the controversy.

	0 - 4
	
	
	The essay supports the thesis.


Organization (18 points)
N.B. This essay MUST be organized point-by-point according to issues (not by "sides."). If it is not, it will get an automatic zero for organization. Fewer than SIX paragraphs also results in an automatic zero for organization. 

	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 - 1
	
	
	The formal outline is well organized to support the thesis.

	0 - 1
	
	
	Topic sentences embody the outline.

	0 - 1
	
	
	Topic sentences cover paragraphs.

	0 - 5
	
	
	Topic sentences indicate which side of an issue is being presented.

	0 - 4
	
	
	The body paragraphs are well organized. [#3]

	0 - 1
	
	
	Paragraphs are neither too long nor too short.

	0 - 3
	
	
	Focal Sentence - Sub-divisions of a major section of the outline (Roman number) are spread over more than one paragraph.

	0 - 1
	
	
	First Topic Sentence of Sub-division

	0 - 1
	
	
	A Second Topic Sentence of Sub-division


Student's Name:_____________________________________

Detailed Grading Sheet (2 of 2) for MP #4
Details (26 points)
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 - 3
	
	
	The first issue is explained in terms that should be understood by readers of the target publication. (What IS the issue?) [#4]

	0 - 5
	
	
	Paraphrases and quotations are used to illustrate one side of the first issue. (What reasons does one side give?) [#5]

	0 - 5
	
	
	Paraphrases and quotations are used to illustrate another side of the first issue. (What reasons does another side give?)

	0 - 3
	
	
	A second issue is explained in terms that should be understood by readers of the target publication. (What IS the issue?)

	0 - 5
	
	
	Paraphrases and quotations are used to illustrate one side of the second issue.(What reasons does one side give?)

	0 - 5
	
	
	Paraphrases and quotations are used to illustrate another side of the second issue. (What reasons does another side give?)


Style (10 points)
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 - 2
	
	
	Quotation marks, underlining and/or italics are used correctly.

	0 - 2
	
	
	First person pronouns are not used.

	0 - 1
	
	
	Verb forms and tenses are used correctly.

	0 - 1
	
	
	There are no usage problems.

	0 - 3
	
	
	Transitional words and phrases between paragraphs are well used.

	0 - 1
	
	
	There are no sloppy errors (typographical errors, missing words, etc.).


Style Penalty Points:___________

Name:____________________________________

Research/Documentation Assignment for MP # 4

A Fair-Warning Checklist

Your documentation (in-text citations and "Works Cited" list) will count as one of the "Research Grades." For proper formatting of citations, use the Purdue OWL site at: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html. You can also get help in the Tutoring Center or from me.

Overall, this assignment should be relatively easy, and everyone should get at least a 90, if not a 100 for it. Grading will be based on negative points. Starting with a 100, you may lose the following points.

	-100
	Copies of sources are missing or not clearly labeled such as to be easily identified from the Works Cited list.

	-100
	No book was used.

	-100
	Fewer than three journals/magazines found through the databases were used.

	-100
	No web site (other than the databases) was used.

	-100
	An in-text citation cannot be properly found in the “Works Cited.”

	-50
	"Works Cited" list is not in alphabetical order

	-100
	Passages which appear to be paraphrases are too close to quotations.

	-50
	A quotation is inaccurate.

	-50
	There is no quotation cited.

	-50
	There is no paraphrase cited.

	-20 x ___
	Required information (Author, Date, page numbers, database information,  web, etc.) is missing from a citation in the “Works Cited.” (-20 per citation)

	-30
	Too many quotations or paraphrases are improperly framed.

	-20 x ___
	Missing an in-text citation, or an incorrect in-text citation. (-20 each)

	-10 
	There is no in-text citation which requires only a page number.

	-10 
	There is no in-text citation which includes both author and page number.

	 
	Grade (Lowest possible grade = 0) 


Notes for the Grading Sheets

1. Audience

To practice the skills for this course, we sometimes have to “pretend.” Newspapers and many magazines do not include documented research, but you can pretend that they do and thus write this essay for such things as a news/opinion magazine (Time, Newsweek), a religious magazine or newsletter, or a magazine that focuses on education or political issues.
2. The concluding paragraph reflects thought about the issues discussed in the essay.
One of the ways to do this is to explore and explain what it might take to resolve the two issues that you have explained. For example, in the controversy about a law against burning the U.S. flag, one of the issues is a question of definition—Can we agree on a legally satisfactory definition of “flag”? Another issue is more political—adherents of each side of the issue need to campaign and vote for politicians who will put judges (for their side) on the Supreme Court. A third issue, like the first, is a matter of compromise—Can we agree on what the punishment will be for someone who burns the flag? In other controversies, issues may be a matter of more research—will more research resolve the debate about the safety of nuclear power plants? About global warming? 

Another way to do this is to put the issues you explored in the body of your paper into a larger context. Does one (or both) of the issues you explored depend on larger questions such as costs (and who pays), as individual freedom as opposed to state control, and/or as separation of church and state? Note that your objective (in this paper) in this type of conclusion is not to answer these questions, but simply to point out that the issue(s) you explored need to be seen in a larger context.

Note that how you handle your introduction and conclusion should be determined by the type of publication you have chosen to write for.

3. The body paragraphs are well organized.

Within each body paragraph you should be presenting paraphrases and quotations from several sources. Several creationists and several evolutionists have things to say, for example, about the fossil record. Within the paragraph(s) on what the creationists have to say, which sources will you be discussing first, and why?
4. The first issue is explained in terms that should be understood by readers of the target publication. (What IS the issue?)

Do the readers of the publication you have chosen need an explanation of what the fossil record is? If so, you need to give it to them. You may do so in a separate focal paragraph, or you may do so in the course of explaining each side of the controversy. Thus these points may depend on what you write at the beginning of discussing each issue, or they may depend on how well you explain the issue in the course of discussing the sides.

5. Paraphrases and quotations are used to illustrate one side of the first issue. (What reasons does one side give?)

In general the five points for each of these sections will be awarded based on the following.
1 for a quoted source

1 for a second source (paraphrased)

1 for three or more sources for the side

2 for the explained credibility of each source

Note that the organization of the sources within each section is graded under “Organization.”

