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Argument


By this point in the semester, you should understand what I expect in a good paper. Therefore there are no grading sheets for this paper. However:
If a printed copy of a required source is not included in your envelope, the paper will receive an automatic 50. 
Otherwise, if the paper is acceptable, it will be graded first – 100, 95, 90, 85, etc. Then the following may be applied:

If you do not submit a correctly filed electronic copy, you will lose five points.

If you do not use standard MLA format (heading, etc.), you will lose five points.

If there is no focal sentence, you will lose ten points.

If there are problems with documentation and “Works Cited,” you can lose up to twenty points.

Length: 500-750 words, 

You have four options for this paper:
Option # 1

1.) Turn Major Paper #4 into an argument in which you take a side and discuss at least two issues. Include a Works Cited list, use in-text citations, and frame source material.

Option # 2

2.) Write an essay that argues an issue discussed in a major general-interest magazine article. Find the article in Newsweek, Time, U. S. News & World Report, Harper’s, or some similar periodical, and limit it to something published since July 1, 2009. Do not use an electronic copy of the article. This must be a print article in the original print form. Don’t download it; print it directly from the paper copy of the magazine in the library. Use of an electronic original will lead to an automatic failure.
Select one of the longer articles (it must cover a minimum of three pages of text) from any one of these magazines.  Do NOT use any other source for this assignment. Note that the source article should NOT be an editorial or a shorter article but rather a longer piece in which the writer quotes or paraphrases other sources.
Argue about the issue.  First, introduce the issue with a paragraph that explains the point you intend to make. Then develop an argument on the subject, based on but expanding beyond what is said in the source essay. Include sufficient summary of that article to demonstrate your understanding of the author’s thesis, sub-points, and support. Be objective in discussing that material, but also make sure you integrate that material into your argument. Ensure you fully discuss the issue within the constraints of the source and your own knowledge. Finally, write a clear conclusion to your essay, reemphasizing your argument.

Throughout, include clear references to the text of the article.  Use the article’s text in your discussion. Cite borrowings properly, using frames where possible.  Obviously, if you elect to use some other source to clarify anything (probably a dictionary or an encyclopedia), document it properly. Provide a copy of the original article and of any other source you use.

Option # 3
Use one article that you used for major paper two or four. In this case, you can use an electronic copy of the article, and you can also use (and cite) some of the other sources you used in two or four to support your argument. Then follow the directions for option # 3.
Option # 4 (For a grade of 85 or below)
Write an essay directed to me in which you make a case for the grade you think you should receive in this course. Give as many supported reasons that you can. For this option, you do not need in-text citations or a Works Cited list.

