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Bellamy’s Looking Backward- Crime Will Always Exist

Edward Bellamy’s novel, Looking Backward, is based on a utopian society that is dated to take place in the year 2000. In his novel, there are many terms and conditions as to how life has drastically changed from the year 1887. One major change in his novel was that everyone in his utopian society would be issued the same amount of money at the beginning of each year, and allowed to spend it however they choose. This novel was written in perspective of the actual society Bellamy was living in at the time and the changes that could be made for future America to live in a peaceful, perfect society. Bellamy wrote that by making every person in his society financially equal, it would eliminate the need for crime and jail.  As many of his other predictions have shown to be true, this prediction in particular stands no chance. Although Bellamy claims that most crimes result from money, many crimes such as aggravated assault, murder, and rape can still take place in a society like his.

Aggravated assault is one type of crime that will continue to occur regardless of financial equality between American people. Basing his focus on crimes associated with money, Bellamy failed to also consider those associated with violence. David J. Pittman, professor of sociology and William Handy, previous research assistant with the Crime Research Center, researched the patterns of aggravated assault and just how the law handles it. According Pittman and Handy’s study they found that, “The Federal Bureau of Investigation classifies the crime with aggravated assault as ‘assault with intent to kill or for the purpose of inflicting severe bodily injury by shooting, cutting, stabbing, maiming, poisoning, scalding, or by the use of acids, explosives, or other means’”(462). This goes to illustrate that aggravated assault isn’t necessarily associated with money but psychological aspects. For an individual to plan or want to inflict harm on someone, it is quite obvious that such problems live within the mind of the person, not within their wallet. 

A huge aspect in determining why the assault occurred comes in when identifying the mental state or intent of the perpetrator. A huge portion of those who commit aggravated assault are found to have some form of mental illness. Someone with a mental illness doesn’t necessarily have to be cooped up in a hospital for people with similar issues. Mental illness is tricky because many are great at hiding that they do in fact, have a mental illness. It is also extremely common for the perpetrator to be intoxicated or abusing drugs when they have committed the act of assault. Depending on who the perpetrator assaulted determines the seriousness of the assault. For example, assaulting an officer or a child will be considered serious cases of aggravated assault. In 2015, aggravated assault was known to dominate 63.8% of violent crimes (“Latest Crime Statistics Released”). With this fact, it is proven that aggravated assault takes up more than half of crime occurring today. Seeing how much of aggravated assault occurs with no correlation to money, it is believed that a large amount of crime would still be occurring in any society, even Bellamy’s.

Murder also known as homicide, is another form of crime that cannot be stopped simply by making everyone financially equal. It has sadly been occurring since before anyone can remember and will always be a problem in society, despite equal amounts of credit in each citizen’s wallet. Murder can be defined as the unlawful premeditated killing of one human being by another. However, what causes people to commit murder has been researched all around the world. It has been said that such behavior can be linked between psychosocial factors and neurodevelopmental problems. Murder is something that can occur for several different reasons. Some of these reasons may include revenge, jealousy, hate, mental illnesses or psychological problems. Randall Collins included that, “Grudges, status resentment, racism, lust for land or profit, political ideologies—none of these is sufficient to produce mass murder, unless murderers have the techniques to carry it through” (“Mass Murder: What Causes It? Can It Be Stopped?” 32). Collins is correct that none of these reasons should be enough to take the life of another human being but sadly to some people, they are.

An interesting reason said to explain why some individuals choose to murder is known as autism spectrum disorder. A study at the University of Glasgow explained, “28 percent of multiple killers were believed to suffer from autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and 21 percent had suffered a definite or suspected head injury in the past” (Dearden). This research gives one a very good idea that those who murder may in fact suffer from a disorder or have had some type of head injury at some point in their life. Much associated with murder comes strictly from how ones brain is formed and the type of thoughts they have daily. In 2015, murder took up 1.3% of violent crimes (“Latest Crime Statistics Released”). Even though this statistic is small compared to other crime that occurs in the United States, it is crime nonetheless. Murder is one form of crime that will always be an issue in any society regardless of the income one obtains. Bellamy would have to deal with murder in his society solely because the problem lays within each person not their bank account; one cannot control what goes on in another person’s mind. 

When it comes to crime, rape and sexual assault are common forms of it that are nearly impossible to control. Regardless of the amount of money that each member in the society acquires, rape will exist due to the behavioral traits and rare thought processes of specific individuals. Rape is defined as unlawfully and forcibly carrying out sexual intercourse/activities on another without the other persons consent. Normally rape occurs by threatening the victim’s life or injuring them in the process—premeditated murder may follow. No one is exactly sure what could cause one to force themselves on another individual. However, it has been found that when dealing with rapists, the problem often lays within the past; how they were raised or what they went through in their younger years. Negative experiences or memories that a rapist had as a child can be what helped them acquire an abnormal or twisted way of thinking. 

When discussing rapists, there are several different ways that they can be classified. The FBI’s Crime Classification Manual described rapists by four primary typologies which included exploitative, anger, power-reassurance, and the violent sadistic type (Baker 229). These four types of classifications of rapists help one to understand that each type has their own drive that causes them to commit such forbidden acts. For example, the violent sadistic rapist is often sexually aroused by the visible pain of his victims, whereas the power-reassurance rapist is aroused by simply being in control of the other person. These abnormal behaviors are obviously fueled by something much deeper than materialistic aspects or gains. According to associate professor of criminal justice, Thomas Baker, in his study on serial rapists he noted, “These rapists murder and mutilate for the joy of seeing their victims suffer” (233).This sad realization goes to prove that even in a society that shares equality in every category, including financial, rapists would still be an issue. There will always be certain types of people that keep their criminal behavior unidentifiable in order to commit their acts of violence in secrecy.  In Bellamy’s society, rape or sexual assault would not be a crime that could be eliminated.

Sadly, eliminating crime in any society would be impossible. There are too many people in the world to keep in order, no matter how many laws are set in stone. As the majority of people choose to abide by today’s laws and regulations, there are others that choose to consistently break them.  Even in a society where each person is looked at as an equal and share the same amount of money, crime would be undeniable. Even though Bellamy claims that most crimes result from money, there are many crimes that can still take place in a society like his such as aggravated assault, murder, and rape. 
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