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The Assignment

Write a 750-1,250 word essay in which you explain how two foils in A Doll's House support your view of the theme of the play.
Study the checklist and grading sheets. They should guide your thoughts about audience, thesis, organization, and details. Bring questions to class. Also read some of the sample essays done for this assignment. They are on the web site under the link for this paper. 
Papers will not be graded until I receive the both the envelope with the paper and the electronic copy. (See the Syllabus for late penalties.)
	Note: Failure to include labeled copies of secondary sources in the envelope will result in no credit for them. Highlight or underline the material that you quote or paraphrase. 


Suggestions for Introductions and Conclusions

Open with a general statement about the theme you have decided to support. In two to four sentences, explain why that theme is relevant to the current (real) world. Lead into your thesis. For your conclusion, explain what A Doll’s House suggests about that theme. Should we act differently? Think differently? Judge differently?

Suggestions for Brainstorming 
On a sheet of paper, make a table similar to the following: 

	Foil
	Similarities
	Differences
	Listener

	#1 (Horatio to Hamlet), except that your characters will be from A Doll's House


	
	
	

	# 2 (Ophelia to Gertrude)


	
	
	


Put the second row of your table about half way down the page (or on another page). Then storm to fill in the table with similarities, differences, and examples of what we learn about the major character because the foil functions as a listener.

When you have made as many notes as you can, study them to find how the two foils support your version of the theme of the play. (Note that your version of the theme of the play, in this case, should depend on what your notes about the foils suggest it is.) In order to find two foils that support the same theme, you may have to storm a third, possibly a fourth foil. You should continue your storming until you get a general idea of what your thesis and outline will be.
Suggested Process Checklist 

_____ 1.) Review some of the sample papers on foils in Hamlet. Then brainstorm for the different foils in A Doll's House.
_____ 2.) Storm (on paper) for foils. See the suggestions below.

_____ 3.) If you want the bonus points for research, do it now so that you can work it into your paper.

_____ 4.) On paper, make a tentative thesis and outline for your essay.  [If you want better than a C for a grade, don't forget that you need subdivisions in one of the major sections of your paper. Note, however, that in this assignment, they are basically given to you.]

_____ 5.) Write a draft of the paper.

_____ 6.) Revise the draft at least once. (Suggestion: Use the grading sheets, and grade your paper for Audience, Thesis, Organization, and Details as you revise.)

_____ 7.) Use the MLA format for your paper. 

_____ 8.) Edit the draft (and grade your paper for Style).

_____ 9.) (Optional) Using a Major Paper Grading Sheet, grade your paper.

_____ 10.) If you have not already done so, make a paragraph outline.

_____ 11.) If you have not already done so, make an electronic copy of the paper, outline, and optional Works Cited. Put all of these in one file, with: the paper first,the Works Cited next, then the outline. Save it to a file with a name based on your last name, first initial, and the paper number. (For example, VavraEMP2.doc). Submit the electronic copy in the Plato dropbox for MP2.

_____ 12.) Put the finished copy, storming, drafts, copies of sources (if you used any), grading sheets and everything else you wrote in doing the paper into your envelope. (Mark the final copies "Final" so that they are identifiable.)

Student’s Name:_____________________________________

ENL 121 - Major Paper # 2: Grading Sheet(s)

These grading sheets are optional. If you complete the “Student’s Grading” for each item, I’ll complete the “Instructor’s Grading.” Otherwise, I just give you comments and your final grade for the paper.

	Format and Process (17)
	
	
	ATODS (83)                               =
	

	Basic MLA Format (5)
	
	
	Bonus for Research (10)
	 +

	Outline (3)
	
	
	Style Penalty Points
	 -

	…..Paragraph Outline (2)
	
	
	Late Penalty
	 -

	Correct electronic copy (2)
	
	
	
	

	Everything in an envelope (5)
	
	
	Final Grade for Paper
	


Audience (11 points)
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 2
	
	
	The title of the essay reflects thought.

	0 – 2
	
	
	The introductory paragraph is—average (1) above average (2) in interest and/or originality.

	0 – 2
	
	
	Introduction includes the author and title of the work written about

	0 – 3
	
	
	The essay includes a good brief definition (not in the introduction) of foils, such that a student who had not previously heard the term would understand both the concept and this essay.

	0 – 2
	
	
	The concluding paragraph is—average (1) above average (2) in interest and/or originality.


Thesis (13 points) 
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 3
	
	
	The thesis is clearly identifiable, near the beginning of the essay.

	0 – 3
	
	
	The thesis relates foils to the theme of the play.

	0 – 4
	
	
	The essay supports the thesis.

	0 – 3
	
	
	The thesis and essay reflect an understanding of foils.


Student’s Name:_____________________________________

ENL 121 (Vavra) Grading Sheet for MP2 (2 of 2)

Organization (16 points) 
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 2
	
	
	The formal outline is well organized to support the thesis.

	0 – 3
	
	
	The outline is embodied in the topic and focal sentences.

	0 – 2
	
	
	Topic and/or focal sentences relate paragraphs to the thesis.

	0 – 2
	
	
	Topic sentences cover paragraphs.

	0 – 2
	
	
	Paragraphs are not too long or too short.

	0 – 3
	
	
	Focal Sentence - Sub-divisions of a major section of the outline (Roman number) are spread over more than one paragraph..

	0 – 1
	
	
	First Topic Sentence of Sub-division

	0 – 1
	
	
	A Second Topic Sentence of Sub-division


Details (34 points) 
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 5
	
	
	An explanation of similarities establishes _____________ as a foil to ________________.

	0 – 5
	
	
	The differences between foil #1 (above) and _________ and their significance to the play are explained in detail.

	0 – 5
	
	
	The function of foil # 1 as a listener on stage (and its significance to the play) is explained in detail.

	0 – 2
	
	
	The relevance of foil # 1 to the theme is explained

	0 – 5
	
	
	An explanation of similarities establishes _____________ as a foil to  ________________.

	0 – 5
	
	
	The differences between foil #2 (above) and _________ and their significance to the play are explained in detail.

	0 – 5
	
	
	The function of foil # 2 as a listener on stage (and its significance to the play) is explained in detail.

	0 – 2
	
	
	The relevance of foil # 2 to the theme is explained.


Style (9 points) 
For the Style Penalty Points, see “Style Penalty Points” in the

“Guide to Punctuation and Usage” on the course website.
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 2
	
	
	Punctuation marks, including underlining, are used correctly.

	0 – 2
	
	
	First and second person pronouns are not used.

	0 – 3
	
	
	Transitional words and phrases are well used.

	0 – 2
	
	
	There are few or no sloppy errors.


Research/Documentation Points
If you use anything other than the text of the work you are writing about and your own head, document sources using the new MLA format. That includes any websites. Include in your envelope print-outs or xeroxes of any sources that you use. Otherwise, you will be flirting with plagiarism and with failing the course. 
Bonus Points for Research

You can earn up to a 110 for this assignment by using ONE (1) source from one of the following databases on the library database page. I suggest ERIC, JSTOR, Literature Resource Center, Proquest, or Women’s Studies International. The points will be awarded according to the table below. If you use more than one source from these databases, indicate which one you want to be counted. An inaccurate quotation will result in the loss of all bonus points.
	
	Points
	Student’s
	Instructor’s

	Source to be counted:

	Voice Marker
	1
	
	

	Credibility Marker
	1
	
	

	Correct In-text Citation
	2
	
	

	Metacommentary 
	2
	
	

	Correct Works Cited
	2
	
	

	Substantive
	2
	
	

	Total Points = 
	
	
	


