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The Assignment

Write a 750-1500 word essay (three to six double-spaced pages) about or based on Looking Backward. You may use any of the critical concepts or approaches discussed thus far as your focus, or any critical comment(s) that you find in researching the topic. However, what I would like to see are papers that explore how Bellamy’s ideas apply to the world in which we live. In other words, take the social approach. This means that your paper does not have to focus on the entire novel. In fact, a good paper might deal with just one small aspect of it—crime, shopping, education, the creation of individual newspapers or other products. (For examples, see College Freshmen’s Essays on Edward Bellamy’s Looking Backward 2000—1887.) 
Note that to say anything meaningful, you have to be fair to Bellamy. Criticizing him will, in itself, not hurt your grade, but you do have to be fair. For example, don’t jump all over him for not believing that the U.S. does not need an army. In the 1880’s, the U.S. was a very isolationist country. No one believed that any country would attack us. We had beaten the British, the greatest empire at the time, twice, and two oceans separated us from everyone other than Canada and Mexico. And, the military technology of the 1880’s was nowhere near what we have today—no military aircraft, no missiles, etc. If this topic interests you, however, you could explore, given Bellamy’s basic organization of society, how we could fit the military into it. Who would serve, how long, what rewards, etc. How would having a military affect education in Bellamy’s society?
Other interesting approaches would be to focus on the problems of jobs in our economy. See, for example, “Humans Need Not Apply” on YouTube.com. You can easily tie this to Bellamy by quickly summarizing his statements about the jobs that no longer exist in his Boston of 200. For one, you could find sources on how many people in the U.S. are employed in advertising. In Bellamy, there is none of this. If we had none, how many people would be unemployed—and thus available for other work? You could do the same with the question of charities. (See also: “CGP Grey's ‘Humans Need Not Apply’: A Solution” and “Andrew McAfee: Are droids taking our jobs?”
Another interesting question is the claim that many college graduates cannot get jobs in the field in which they get their degrees. A paper based on credible sources that argue both sides of this issue would certainly be relevant.

A more difficult question to address is how we would be able to employ everyone. What would they do, and where would the money come from? One way of looking at this is to study our tax system. It is claimed that the superrich pay relatively less in taxes than the average worker does. Can you find credible sources on this argument? Millions of dollars are being spent on advertising political races. If people can afford to contribute to such races, how could that money be channeled into public works—like improving our roads, bridges, and other infrastructure?
Remember that you can send me a tentative thesis (and outline) at any time, and I will comment on it.

Audience: 

Your classmates (They have read the novel.) Warning: A plot summary will not be accepted for this assignment.

Required Research:

In developing your essay, use at least two secondary sources, one each from two different databases on the library database page. I suggest the following: JStor, Literature Research Center, ProQuest, Sage Premier, Opposing Viewpoints, or ERIC. 
You cannot use abstracts of articles—you need to use the full text. Note that by using three sources, you could earn a 110 on this paper. Document your sources, using the new MLA format. Remember that all papers will be checked for sources at Turnitin.com. For formatting sources, don’t forget the Purdue Owl: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 
	Note: Papers will not be graded unless you use the required sources and until I receive both the electronic copy and the envelope with the paper.

Failure to include labeled copies of all your sources in the envelope will result in an automatic 50 for this assignment. In the copies of your sources, highlight or underline the material that you quote or paraphrase. Use a staple or paper clip to join the pages of each source separately. Label each copy of a source by writing the first words of its “Works Cited” entry on the first page. Otherwise, if I cannot find it where it is supposed to be, I’ll have to discuss it with you before I can grade the paper.


Other Ways to Focus the Paper

As we discuss the novel, questions will arise, many of which I can't satisfactorily answer. Make notes of these questions. Your researched answer to one of them could give you an excellent paper. Other than the straight social approach, there are some other ways you can focus your paper: 

Individuality

Many students have claimed that in Bellamy’s utopia everyone will be the same—there will no way for people to develop their own individuality. Write a paper that explains why these people are wrong.
Symbols

Bellamy uses a number of symbols—and dreams. Focus on them and explore what they add to the novel.
Use any one of the Five Approaches

If you have the background knowledge in psychology, economics, religion, history, etc., you may want to use any of the five critical approaches we have examined to explain how the knowledge you brought to the work – or found in your research – clarifies its meaning. In other words, you can focus your paper on the role of women, the economic system, the educational system, or any of the other ideas presented in the novel.
Comment on a Critic's Comment

Start by finding a comment by a critic with which you agree or disagree. Then find what other critics have to say about that idea. Make your paper an explanation of your agreement or disagreement. Quote the critic in your introduction; make your thesis your statement of agreement or disagreement.
Checklist for Major Paper # 3
_____ 1.) Use the library catalog, JSTOR, ProQuest, and other sources to find critical comments about the novel. (This may also give you ideas for refining your topic. Be sure to keep track of which ideas are from which source. (Suggestion – make your Work Cited entries as you use the research materials, and put in your in-text citations as you write your drafts.)

_____ 2.) On paper, make a tentative thesis and outline for your essay. [Don't forget that you should have subdivisions in one of the major sections of your paper.] 

_____ 3.) Write a draft of the paper. 

_____ 4.) Revise the draft at least once. (Suggestion: Use the grading sheets, and grade your paper for Audience, Thesis, Organization, and Details as you revise.)

_____ 5.) Use the MLA format for your paper. 

_____ 6.) Edit the draft (and grade your paper for Style). 

_____ 7.) Using a Major Paper Grading Sheet, literally grade your paper.
_____ 8.) At the end of your paper, put a "Works Cited" list, in New MLA format. Include the novel and any other sources you used. Include in your envelope printouts or xeroxes of any sources that you use. Otherwise, you will be flirting with plagiarism and with failing the course. 

_____ 9.) If you have not already done so, make a paragraph outline. 

___ 10.) If you have not already done so, make an electronic copy of the paper, Works Cited, and outline. Put all of these in one file, with: the paper first, the Works Cited next, and the outline last. 

Save it to a file with a name based on your last name, first initial, and the paper number. (For example, VavraEMP3.doc). Submit the electronic copy in the Plato dropbox for MP3.

_____ 11.) Put the finished copy, outline, Works Cited, storming, drafts, copies of sources you used, grading sheets and everything else you wrote in doing the paper into your envelope. (Mark the final copies "Final" so that they are identifiable.) 

Name:____________________________________

ENL 121 - Major Paper # 3: Grading Sheet(s)
These grading sheets are optional. If you complete the “Student’s Grading” for each item, I’ll complete the “Instructor’s Grading.” Otherwise, I just give you comments and your final grade for the paper.
	Process and Format (17)
	S
	I
	ATODS (63)
	S
	I

	Basic MLA Format (5)
	
	
	Basic Grade (17 + 63 = 80)
	
	

	Outline (3)
	
	
	+ Research (0-30)
	+
	+

	…..Paragraph Outline (2)
	
	
	-10 Inaccurate quotation(s)
	-
	-

	Correct Works Cited (4)
	
	
	-10 only one database
	-
	-

	Correct electronic copy (3)
	
	
	- Late Penalty (10 per day)
	-
	-

	
	
	
	- Style Penalty Points
	-
	-

	
	
	
	Final Grade for Paper
	
	


Audience (8 points)
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 2
	
	
	The title of the essay reflects thought.

	0 – 2
	
	
	The introductory paragraph is—average (1), above average (2)

	0 – 2
	
	
	Introduction includes the author and title of the work written about

	0 – 2
	
	
	The concluding paragraph is—average (1), above average (2)


Thesis (9 points) 
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 2
	
	
	The thesis is clearly identifiable, near the beginning of the essay.

	0 – 2
	
	
	The thesis narrows the topic.

	0 – 2
	
	
	The thesis and essay reflect thought.

	0 – 3
	
	
	The essay supports the thesis.


Student's Name:_____________________________________

Detailed Grading Sheet (2 of 2) for MP #3
Organization (15 points) 
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 2
	
	
	The essay has at least six paragraphs, and the formal outline is well organized to support the thesis.

	0 – 2
	
	
	The outline is embodied in the topic and focal sentences.

	0 – 2
	
	
	Topic and/or focal sentences relate paragraphs to the thesis.

	0 – 2
	
	
	Topic sentences cover paragraphs.

	0 – 2
	
	
	Paragraphs are not too long or too short.

	0 – 3
	
	
	Focal Sentence - Sub-divisions of a major section of the outline (Roman number) are spread over more than one paragraph..

	0 – 1
	
	
	First Topic Sentence of Sub-division

	0 – 1
	
	
	A Second Topic Sentence of Sub-division


Details (22 points) 
Fill in the blanks with the body paragraphs you want graded.
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 4
	
	
	Paragraph # _____ is developed with relevant details/examples.

	0 – 4
	
	
	Paragraph # _____ is developed with relevant details/examples.

	0 – 4
	
	
	Paragraph # _____ is developed with relevant details/examples.

	0 – 4
	
	
	Cited source material is relevant to the essay.

	0 – 3
	
	
	At least one source is quoted correctly.

	0 – 3
	
	
	At least one source is paraphrased correctly.


Style (9 points) 
For the Style Penalty Points, see “Style Penalty Points” in the

“Guide to Punctuation and Usage” on the course website.
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 2
	
	
	Underlining, italics, and quotation marks are used correctly.

	0 – 2
	
	
	First and second person pronouns are not used.

	0 – 3
	
	
	Transitional words and phrases are well used.

	0 – 2
	
	
	There are few or no sloppy errors.


Research/Documentation
Remember that a major objective of this assignment is to improve your ability to use source materials accurately in college papers. 
Points
If you use more than three sources, indicate in the row of “Source ID” which three you want counted. Otherwise, I will grade the first sources that you cite.

	Source #
	Points
	1
	2
	3

	Source ID
	
	
	
	

	Voice Marker
	1
	
	
	

	Credibility Marker
	1
	
	
	

	In-text Citation
	1
	
	
	

	Metacommentary 
	1
	
	
	

	Correct Works Cited
	1
	
	
	

	Credible
	3
	
	
	

	Substantial*
	2
	
	
	

	Inaccurate
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Points = 
	10
	/10
	/10
	/10


* “Substantial” means that the material used adds to the argument of your paper. In part, that means that it does not simply tell what readers of the work would already know.

Penalties
Inaccurate Quotations In addition to counting as a ten point penalty for inaccurate quotations, an inaccurate quotation (or a paraphrase that is actually a quotation) will result in no points for that source. (Note that this assumes that you have cited the source. If you have not, then it is a case of plagiarism.)
-20 for each in-text citation that does not correctly lead to the source in the Works Cited.

