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The Assignment

Select one of the conflicts listed below (or a comparable conflict). Using one work that we have read for the course from each genre (novel, story, play, and poem), write an essay in which you explore how the authors used that conflict to develop similar, different, or conflicting themes. Your objective is to explore how the works help us understand the importance of that conflict in human lives (for individuals and/or society). 
All the basic conflicts in life are reflected and explored in literature. Select one of the conflicts from the following list: If you want to use a different conflict, discuss it with me.

	appearance / reality 

nature / civilization 

male / female (including sex) 

past / present 

flesh / spirit 

faith / doubt 

rich / poor 

free will / predestination
	thinking / doing (thought/action) 

good / evil 

nature / nurture 

individual / society 

youth / age 

stasis / change 

racial conflicts


Audience: Your classmates (Assume that your readers have read the works.) 

Required Length: 750-1500 words

Bonus Points for Research: You can earn up to ten bonus points for this paper by using one secondary source. (If you use more than one source, indicate the one that you want to count for the points.) A quotation from a famous quotations site will not earn bonus points. An interesting way to earn the points is to find a current newspaper or magazine article that deals with the conflict you decide to write about. Then relate your paper to that article.

Document sources using the MLA format. Include in your envelope printouts or xeroxes of any sources that you use. Otherwise, you cannot earn the bonus points, and you will be flirting with plagiarism and with failing the course. Note: You do not need a Works Cited for the four works you write about. You do need one for sources for the bonus points.

Remember: You can send me a thesis and outline for my comments any time before the paper is due. Papers will not be graded until I receive both the envelope with the final paper and the electronic copy.
Suggestions for Brainstorming

1. Start with the list of works for the course (“Tentative Schedule”) and the list of conflicts. You may also use any works in the course anthologies and any works listed in the assignments for major paper one. Select a conflict that interests you. Make sure that you can discuss that conflict in terms of the theme of the novel read for the course. (You have to use that novel.) Make a small table with the headings “novel,” “play,” “short story,” and “poem.” Complete the table by listing the plays, stories, and poems that you could discuss in terms of that conflict. Repeat this step using a different conflict. You may want to do it a third time, thereby giving yourself a third option for the paper. Once you have done this, select the conflict that will give you the best paper. 
2. Having chosen your conflict, re-storm the novel and the play, story, and poem that would give you the most interesting paper. In doing this you should be looking for the things that demonstrate that the conflict is relevant to each work, and also how each conflict is related to the theme of its work.

3. Consider the ways in which the works (and their themes) are similar or different. This can give you subdivisions for the organization of the paper.
Suggestions for Organization

The following outline would give you an acceptable paper, but you would lose the points for focal sentences and subdivisions. Most students who use this type of organization earn a C or below, primarily because they show only that the work can be discussed in terms of the conflict, but they do not show how the conflict in that work differs from the conflicts in the other works.
I. Introduction and Thesis <Write your thesis here.>

II. Novel

III. Play

IV. Story

V. Poem

VI. Conclusion

You should, however, have thought about why you put the novel first, the play second, etc. And your topic sentences should reflect that thought.
For a focal sentence, the paper has to have subdivisions of at least one major section of the outline. Although there are many ways to do this, an acceptable one used by many students is to consider how the four works develop the conflict you have chosen to work with. Thus, for example, you might end up with an outline such as:

I. Intro/Thesis: Authors frequently explore, and come to different conclusions about, the conflict between youth and age.

II. Some writers suggest major conflicts between youth and age.

A. The theme of Albert’s play _____ is that adults simply do not understand the young.
B. Whereas Albert sides with the young, in the novel ______, Christie implies that although youth think that adults don’t know anything, adults know that the young don’t.
III. Although many writers reflect a gulf between the young and the old, authors X and Y suggest that there need not be serious conflicts between youth and age.
A. Some writers, such as Yeats in his poem _____, suggest that the young are very willing to understand and help their elders.
B. Zola, in his story _____, takes a still different perspective and suggests that the apparent conflicts result from the older people’s realization that their values have grown from the mistakes they made in their past. Thus most conflicts are the result of the old trying to help the young not make the same mistakes.
IV. Conclusion

Your subdivisions can be distributed in any way in this type of outline. For example, you might have two body divisions with two genres (works) as subdivisions under each major point, or you could have one work in a main division and three works under the other main division. You need to think about the ways in which the works are similar and different.
Suggested Process Checklist
In preparing your paper, do the following: 
_____ 1.) Study the grading sheets for this assignment.

_____ 2.) Brainstorm (on paper).

_____ 3.) On paper, make a tentative thesis and outline for your essay.
_____ 4.) Once you are satisfied with the thesis and outline, write a draft of the paper.

_____ 5.) Revise the draft at least once. Use the grading sheets, and grade your paper for Audience, Thesis, Organization, and Details as you revise. Also consider the transitions in your paper.
_____ 6.) Use the MLA format for your paper. 

_____ 7.) Edit the draft (and grade your paper for Style).

_____ 8.) If you have not already done so, make a paragraph outline.

_____ 9.) If you have not already done so, make an electronic copy of the paper, outline, and optional Works Cited. Put all of these in one file, with:

the paper first,

the Works Cited next, and

 the outline last. 

Save it to a file with a name based on your last name, first initial, and the paper number. (For example, VavraEMP4.doc). Submit the electronic copy in the Plato dropbox for MP4.

_____10.) Put the finished copy, your storming, drafts, copies of any sources you used, grading sheets and everything else you wrote in doing the paper into your envelope. (Mark the final copy "Final" so that it is identifiable.)

Student's Name:_____________________________________

ENL 121 - Grading Sheets for MP # 4
(1 of 2)

These grading sheets are optional. If you complete the “Student’s Grading” for each item, I’ll complete the “Instructor’s Grading.” Otherwise, I just give you comments and your final grade for the paper.

	Format & Process (16)
	S
	I
	ATODS (84)
	S
	I

	Basic MLA Format (4)
	
	
	Basic Grade (16 + 84) = 100
	
	

	Outline (3)
	
	
	Bonus Research Points (10)
	 +
	 +

	…..Paragraph Outline (2)
	
	
	Late Penalty (10 per day)
	 -
	 -

	Evidence of Revision (4)
	
	
	Style Penalty Points
	 -
	 -

	Correct electronic copy (3)
	
	
	Final Grade for Paper
	
	


Audience (12 points)
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 3
	
	
	The title of the essay reflects thought.

	0 – 3
	
	
	The introductory paragraph is—below average (1), average (2), outstanding (3)—in interest and/or originality.

	0 – 1
	
	
	The essay does not refer to the assignment or the course.

	0 – 2
	
	
	The essay includes the titles and authors of the works.

	0 – 3
	
	
	The concluding paragraph is—below average (1), average (2), outstanding (3)—in interest and/or originality.


Thesis (17 points).
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 3
	
	
	The thesis is recognizable, near the beginning of the essay.

	0 – 4
	
	
	The thesis refers to a conflict and related theme(s)

	0 - 5
	
	
	The thesis (and organization) reflect thought.

	0 – 5
	
	
	The essay supports the thesis.


Student's Name:_____________________________________

ENL 121 (Vavra) Grading Sheet for MP4 - (2 of 2)
Organization (26 points) 
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 3
	
	
	The formal outline is well organized to support the thesis.

	0 – 5
	
	
	The outline focuses on ideas, and not on the genre nor on the works

	0 – 3
	
	
	The outline is embodied in the topic and focal sentences.

	0 – 4
	
	
	Topic and/or focal sentences relate paragraphs to the thesis.

	0 – 3
	
	
	Topic sentences cover paragraphs.

	0 – 3
	
	
	Paragraphs are not too long or too short.

	0 – 3
	
	
	Focal Sentence - Sub-divisions of a major section of the outline (Roman number) are spread over more than one paragraph..

	0 – 1
	
	
	First Topic Sentence of Sub-division

	0 – 1
	
	
	A Second Topic Sentence of Sub-division


Details (20 points) 
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 5
	
	
	The discussion of the story supports the thesis.

	0 – 5
	
	
	The discussion of the play supports the thesis.

	0 – 5
	
	
	The discussion of the novel supports the thesis.

	0 – 5
	
	
	The discussion of the poem supports the thesis.


Style (9 points)
For the Style Penalty Points, see “Style Penalty Points” in the

“Guide to Punctuation and Usage” on the course website.
	Possible 
Points
	Student's 
Grading
	Instructor's 
Grading
	Description

	0 – 2
	
	
	Punctuation marks, including underlining, are used correctly.

	0 – 2
	
	
	First and second person pronouns are not used.

	0 – 3
	
	
	Transitional words and phrases are well used.

	0 – 2
	
	
	There are few or no sloppy errors.


Research/Documentation Points
	
	Points
	Student’s Grading
	My

grading

	Voice Marker
	1
	
	

	Credibility Marker
	1
	
	

	In-text Citation
	1
	
	

	Metacommentary 
	1
	
	

	Correct Works Cited
	1
	
	

	Credible
	3
	
	

	Substantive
	2
	
	

	Inaccurate *
	(-10)
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Points = 
	
	
	


*”Inaccurate” means that you have quoted inaccurately, or have put quotation marks around what is essentially a paraphrase.
