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This is where you can get the free electronic (.doc) KISS grammar books.
How to Get and Use KISS Grammar Materials
by Dr. Ed Vavra
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Introduction

	Notes: This document includes links to the KISS Grammar Site. If you are not connected to the internet, these links will not work for you.

If other links don’t work, press the “Ctrl” key—a finger will appear on the link then press the link. (I don’t know why, but the problem is on “doc” files.)

	


The Difference between KISS and all other Grammars
Let me start with a major difference between KISS and almost of all other grammar books. The other books “teach” the same things in almost every grade. At a conference on grammar, a primary teacher’s presentation was on how they teach the “parts of speech”; a middle school teacher did the same thing—the “parts of speech”; a high school teacher did the same thing—the “parts of speech”; and a college instructor did the thing—the “parts of speech.” Teachers of level of several grades complain about what they learned about grammar and the teaching of it.
Important: Get The Teachers’ Reference
to KISS Grammar Differences, Codes and Color Keys:
https://WWW.kissgrammar.org/AK_Codes_Teachers.doc
	In the teachers’ AK books, I have been making links to information to many constructions. For example, for appositives the code is “App” linked to a definition and examples of appositives. I’m going to delete the links. Now all the definitions and some examples are in this “Teachers’ Reference”. This applies to all the AK books on the site. You may want to print this or save it on your computer.


KISS has two series:
The “One or Two-Year Only” Plan and “The “Start in Grade Series”
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	Which one you do want?

The “Start” series will be five times the “One or Two.” Because they all free, read the description of each, and download some of each and don’t’ forget the “AK” books. If you still are sure, e-mail at evavra@kissgrammar.org.


The “One or Two-Year Only” Plans?

Students cannot master the grammar they need in one year. But I doubt that parents and school systems will commit to a multi-year series, but they might try a “one or two”-year-plan, especially if it is basically free. If the students are using computers, they could do the exercises in MSWord.

The following chart includes links to the various books. If you look at them, you will see that the instructional material is identical and followed by exactly the same type of exercises. The only difference is the vocabulary in the texts used in the exercises. The “AK” books are answer keys for teachers. The books for grades 1 and/or 2 are in red cells, because, as far as I know, second graders are required to be taught to identify clauses. The links in the table below will take you to the books. Those books that are in green are complete. 

	G1 or 2
	G3 r 4
	G5 or 6
	G7 or 8
	G9 or 10
	G11 or 12

	AK
	AK
	AK
	AK
	AK
	AK


Get the Spreadsheet?
https://www.kissgrammar.org/Short/KISS_1_year.xls 

The books in 1-2yr Series all have identical instructional material with exercises from different texts based on reading level. There are 60 exercises with half marked “Skip?” That is 1/5th of what is in the “Start” series. If your students want more, you can go to a “Start Book’ and skip the material that the students have mastered.

Important: If you get and save the spreadsheet in a folder, say “KISSShort, and use the links above to save in the same folder, get the books by using the links in row 1 “Stu” and “AK” in columns “C” and “D”. Using the tabs at the bottom lets you go the books for different grade levels.

The “Start in Grade Series”

A table may make things clearer. Note that the green cells include links. You can click and download these books for free.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	L5
	AK
	L5
	AK

	
	
	
	
	
	
	L4
	AK
	L4
	AK
	L4
	AK

	
	
	
	
	L3
	AK
	L3
	AK
	L3
	AK
	L3
	AK

	
	
	L2
	AK
	L2
	AK
	L2
	AK
	L2
	AK
	
	

	L1
	AK
	L1
	AK
	L1
	AK
	L1
	AK
	
	
	
	

	G1-2
	G3-4
	G5-6
	G7-8
	G9-10
	G11-12


Get the “Start in Grade” Spreadsheet?
https://www.kissgrammar.org/Start_In/_G_level_ToC.xls 

	If you want to download everything that is ready, I suggest that you set up three folders—one (1yr) for the “One to Two series; another (Start) for the “Start in Grade” for that series, and a (RFW) for the “Reading for Writing.” (There is no xls for that.) See https:/www.kissgrammar.org/RFW/RfW.doc. Save the stuff in the corresponding folder and the spreadsheets should work for you to get both the students’ and teachers’.

The links in the spreadsheets to the right of column “D” will not work for you. They go to my workshop. Get the spreadsheet, play with it, and tell me what is not working. evavra@kissgrammar.org )


The major difference between this sheet and the “One-year” series is that this series is designed to consist of five levels (See above). When this series is finished, students will be able to start any time between grades one and eight, but no matter which grade you start in, start with Level 1. When you finish that, go to the next higher level. Note that each column includes two grades of students. In other words, you will be able to start in grade one or two, or in three or four, etc. I have been asked if older students can start with the “G1 or 2” Level One book. The answer is a definite “yes.” The students should just be told the Level One books for older students have not yet been made. 

There are two main reasons for this format. The first is that first and second graders will have problems with the vocabulary and sentence structure of Dickens’ Tale of Two Cities; and seventh graders will not appreciate exercises based on Bunny Rabbit’s Diary. Second, every book in a level will have similar instructional materials. The exercises are in the same order, but are higher reading level.

There will be one printable corresponding book with a suggested answer key (AK) for every cell in the table with an “L” in it. Each book will contain sixty exercises divided into two halves, and in each half fifteen exercises are marked “Skip?” in the teachers’ book. This design gives teachers numerous options. The spreadsheet (above) should make these things clearer. 
Level 1 – of the “Start in Grade”—The Basics
I often say that students who finish the “Start in Grade Series” will be able to explain the function of 99.9% of every word in anything they write or read. The reason is that KISS instruction is cumulative. For example, the “Start” starts with:

L1 U1 - Subjects, Verbs, Complements, and Compounding

The instruction material and exercises in this Unit 1:
Single-Word Verbs – 2 ex.
Finding the Complete Verb Phrase (Tenses) – 2 ex.

Apostrophes in Contractions – 2 ex.

Finding the Complete Verb Phrase (Modal)  --2 ex
An “How Much I Can Explain” exercise
Verbs as Subjects or Complements – 1 ex.
More about Verbs as Complements --1 ex.

Understood "You" – 1 ex.
"There" as a Subject – 1 ex.
Ellipsed verbs (Prozeugma) – 1 ex.

Quotation Marks 1—ex.
Passage: How Much I Can Explain – 1 ex.

Just for Fun – Ex. 1

Having done these exercises, students are expected to be able to identify these constructions for the rest of the series. 
There will be five levels in the “Start” series.

Level 1 - The Basics (listed above)
Level 2 - Expanding the Basics

Level 3 - Verbals and Subordinate Clauses

Level 4 - Appositives, Post-Positioned Adj. & More on Clauses
Level 5 - Types of Verbals, Noun Absolutes, and Style
Each Level has 60 exercises, 30 of them are marked “Optional” in the teachers’ “AK” books. For example, over two years if teachers use the 60 “Suggested,” one teacher might use only 15 exercises in a school year. The spreadsheet makes this clearer, but you get the books. Over the years the “Start” series has 300 exercises, half of which may be skipped. Compare that with the 1-2yr series:
How KISS Works
[image: image1.emf]

The first thing in student workbooks for both series is the following:


The first thing you are going to learn is how to identify subject / verb / complement (S/V/C) patterns. They are the most important parts of every sentence. In the exercises, some sentences have only one pattern, but some sentences have more than one. Each pattern is the basic part of either a main or a subordinate clause. But to really learn about clauses, you need to be able to identify S/V/C patterns. To help you now, Louie has marked the clauses for you. He put a vertical line after each main clause:

“I saw you catch the wee lamb, | but you shall not catch me.” |
This means that there has to be a pattern before every vertical line. Your job will be to mark the S/V/C patterns. Your answer should look like this:

“I saw you (C) catch the wee lamb, | but you shall not catch me (C).” |
Notice that Louie put “catch” in smaller, bold letters. That means that you are not expected to analyze it. For now, you can ignore such words. KISS exercises are made from sentences from real texts, and to do that, sentences will have words that you are not yet expected to explain until you get instructional material about them.

Louie also shows subordinate clauses by putting them in brackets. For example:
He says [C it is fun to see Father mow]. |
Note that Louie tells you the function of clauses that are complements. Your answer should look like this:
He says [C it is fun (C) to see Father mow]. |
Here again you can ignore “to see Father mow.”

Sometimes a subordinate clause separates the subject and verb in another clause:
Sally, [who ran too fast,] tripped and hurt her knee. |
Your answer:

Sally, [who ran too fast,] tripped and hurt her knee (C). |
In that sentence there are two verbs for the subject “Sally.” When there is more than one subject, verb, or complement, they are called compounds.
Any part of a sentence can be compounded by using the conjunctions “and,” “or,” or “but.” 

Subject: You and Alice and I will make the house (C).

Verb: Cinderella went to the ball but left early.
Complement: I was often given a cabbage leaf (C) or a beet top (C).
Subordinate clause also can be inside another subordinate clause:

Every day the queen would say, [C “I wish [C we had a little daughter].”] |
Your answer:

Every day the queen would say, [C “I wish [C we had a little daughter (C)].”] |
This may look difficult, but Louie told me that you can do it. And when you get used to finding complements by asking “Who, Whom, or What?” after a verb, you’ll probably see that in the last example the first subordinate clause is the complement of “say,” and that the “we” clause is the complement of “wish.” You’ll be way ahead in getting to your objective. Listen to Louie.

Remember: KISS always adds to what you will have learned. Once you have learned how to identify subjects, verbs, and complements, you will always be expected to identify them in later exercises. If you pay attention to what you are learning, you will soon see that the exercises become easier and automatic. The exercises have been made so that you should be able to finish most of them in ten minutes. Look at the exercises as puzzles.



When the students add adjectives and adverbs, Louie adds their type. For example— Sally, [Adj. who ran too fast,] tripped and hurt her knee (C). |
When the types of complements are added, Louie replaces “C,” with the type of complement— He says [DO it is fun (PN) to see Father mow]. |
In other words, students are introduced main and subordinate clauses from the very first exercise. When students get instruction on main clauses, Louie no longer inserts the vertical lines. The same applies one they get to identifying the types of subordinate clauses. I haven’t see any similar instruction in other books, but this KISS approach may make it easy for students to identify main and most subordinate clauses within the one-year. 
Conclusion

Thank you for reading this, and I hope that you will not only use KISS, but help to develop it. One way would be to create a KISS Grammar Group in your area. If the group has a mailing (discussion) list, you can both ask and answer questions in that group.
 I’m looking for help to develop a non-profit organization that will improve and keep KISS available after I cannot. As T. S. Eliot has J. Alfred Prufrock say,

“I grow old . . . I grow old . . . 

I shall wear the bottoms of my trousers rolled.”

Remember that you can make additional exercises or even entire books based on the interests of a group—4H groups, scout groups, religious groups. I have to use only texts that are in the public domain, so you probably will need to get permission for other texts. The Internet Archive and Project Gutenberg have thousands of public domain texts on many different subjects.
The only thing I ask is that you do not change any KISS terminology. If you look at a number of grammar books, you will find that they define terms differently. That has been a major problem in the teaching of grammar. If you label your books KISS, other users should not be confused by changes in terms.






